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STUDENT OUTLI NE

LANDI NG SUPPORT ORGANI ZATI ON

OUTLI NE

1. M SSION OF THE TRANSPORTATI ON SUPPORT BATTALI ON:
The Transportation Support Battalion (TSBn) provides notor
transport and | andi ng support to the MEF and smal |l er MAGTFs.
TSBn
can provide the personnel and equi pment from which an LFSP or
CSSE
is task organi zed. The TSBn has the assets required to support

al

types of Navy and Marine Corps operations. Typically, it
provi des

general support during anphi bious, Maritime Pre-positioning
Force

(MPF), and term nal operations.

M ssion. Provide tactical throughput support and associ ated
command

and control for the MEF to facilitate the distribution of

personnel , equi prent, and supplies by air, ground, and sea.

2. STRUCTURE OF TRANSPORTATI ON SUPPORT BATTALI ON

a. Letter Conpani es.

(1) There are three letter conpanies; A B and C. Each
subor di nate conpany provides the nucleus of a LS group for the
support of a colored beach consisting of two adjacent nunbered
beaches over which MEB is nornmally landed. 1In lieu of the beach
support role, the conpany nmay provide the nucleus of a
hel i copt er

support organi zation to support two | andi ng zones, through which
a

MEB normal |y | ands, sufficiently close together to allow for
their

coordi nation. Each conmpany has enough internal Mtor transport
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support to sustain itself.

(2) Headquarters Platoon. The headquarters contains the
personnel to supervise the conpany.

(3) Landing Support Platoon. Conducts all | anding
support
functions.

(4) Material Handling Equi prent Pl atoon. The Mmteri al
Handl i ng Equi prment pl atoon contains all equi pnment necessary for
any
operation the battalion nay be tasked with. Forklifts,
cranes, and bulldozers are the major end itens.

(5) Truck Platoons (1&2). The truck platoon provides
Mot or Transport assets to each platoon in the formof LVS' s,
5-
ton trucks, HWW' s, etc.

(6) Motor Transport Platoon. The notor transport
pl at oon
when task organi zed, provides notor transport assets to each
pl atoon in the formof LVS' s, 5-ton trucks, HAMW's, etc.

b. Beach and Term nal Operations Conmpany. Provides for the
managenent and operation of ports, rail heads, beaches,
airfields
and any other cargo term nal.

(1) Conpany Headquarters supports the conpany wth
adm ni strative, nessing, and Mtor Transport needs.

(2) Air Delivery Platoon can drop supplies by
parachute from helicopter or fixed-wing aircraft.

(3) Longshorenen Pl atoon. Two of these pl atoons
operate port operations and relieve the shore party platoon.
They al so set up and operate Arrival Airfield Control G oup
/ Departure Airfield Control G oup (AACGE DACG) during air
novenents.

(4) Shipping and Receiving platoon. Expedite shipnents
using various types of air and surface transportation.

c. Support Conpany. Provides the internal conmunications,
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medi cal , messing, and supply support for the battalion.

Support
conpany al so has Motor Transport and Material Handling

Equi pnent
support.

(1) Communi cation Platoon. A communication section
is augnented to each shore party platoon and contains the

Mar i nes
and equi pnent necessary to begin establishing radio and wire
comruni cations in the Beach Support Area.

(2) Supply Platoon. This section provides internal

supply
support to the Battalion.

(3) Medical Platoon. This platoon when augnented
supplies the conpany with internal nedical support.

d. Maintenance Conpany. Provides all nmechanical support
for
keepi ng assets operational.

(1) Material Handling Equi prent mechanics ensure all MHE
assets are operational

(2) Motor Vehicle nechanics ensure all notorized assets
are operational

e. Shore Party Team Organi zes and operates the facilities

for
unl oadi ng supplies and equi pnent at water's edge, and nopvenent

of
material to the dunp area or out of the Beach Support Area.

f. Helicopter Support Team Lands and establishes | andi ng
zones whi ch support a battalion size unit.

3. MARI NE LANDI NG SUPPORT TASKS | N AN AMPHI Bl OUS OPERATI ON

a. Mark limts of the beach unl oadi ng points.

b. Designate and mark appropriate sites where | anding ships
and craft will beach and where causeways wi ||l be placed.

c. Designate and mark appropriate |anding sites for
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hel i copters.

d. Locate and establish multiclass beach dunps, including
anphi bi ous assault fuel facilities.

e. Assist troops in landing and noving across beaches.

f. Mark and renove obstacles in the beach support area
( BSA)
whi ch are hazardous to LS operations.

g. Construct and nmaintain beach |ateral and exit roads.

h. Establish and operate information centers and maintain
current situation maps to assist units which have | anded within
t he Beach Support Area (BSA).

. Control traffic in the Beach Support Area (BSA).

j .  Maintain comrunications with troop commanders of both
t he wat erborne and hel i copterborne assault units and
tactical -1 ogistical groups for control purposes.

k. Establish | ateral communi cati on bet ween beaches and
hel i copter | andi ng zones.

. Mark contam nated portions of the BSA and
decont am nat e
those areas that are essential for use.

m  Throughput of casualties and eneny prisoners of war.

n. Provide energency vehicle repairs and de-
wat er pr oof i ng
facilities for vehicles |l anded in the waterborne assault.

0. Mintain a continuous record by category of units,
equi pnent, and anmounts of supplies | anded.

p. Coordinate the novenent of anphibious vehicles
carrying
supplies; unload supplies to inland dunps or using units as
required.

g. Provide personnel to augnent ship's platoons and
train ships'pl atoons.
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r. Provide |ocal security and coordinate the defense of
t he

BSA.

s. Initiate, as directed, civil affairs and mlitary
gover nnent procedures in the BSA.

t. Establish and maintain, as a part of the overal
| andi ng

force warning system a systemto warn of air, ground, and
NBC

attacks within the BSA.

u. Provide graves registration services as directed.
v. Construct helicopter landing sites within the BSA.

w. Load helicopters with supplies for further
delivery

i nl and.

(a) Rearm and refuel aviation assets as required.
(b) Install and operate bulk fuel facilities.

X. Select, upon the recomendati ons of the naval
el ement s,
| ocati ons of causeways and slots, or ranps for |anding ships
and craft, and establish unloading point markers at those
poi nts for wheel ed vehicles, tracked vehicles, and supplies.

4. MARI NE LANDI NG SUPPORT M SSI ON | N THE DEPARTURE Al RFI ELD
CONTROL GROUP: The m ssion of the departure airfield control

group is to coordinate and control the onl oading of units for
depl oynment. The DACG shoul d be organi zed as a provisional

unit.
(a) Accepting chal ks from depl oying unit.
(b) Conducting inspections.
(c) Establishing comunications with deploying unit.
(d) Establishing functional areas and backup
comruni cati ons
wi th ALCE

(e) Assisting in joint inspection with the ALCE or ACE.
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(f) Establishing a joint inspection area and a final
briefing area/final manifest correction area.

(9) Est abl i shing statistical data.

5. MARI NE LANDI NG SUPPORT M SSION I N AN ARRI VAL Al RFI ELD
CONTROL GROUP: The m ssion of the arrival airfield control

group
Is essentially the same as that of the DACG except that the

AACG
is primarily concerned with off-|oading operations.

(a) Assenbling chal ks.
(b) Inspecting for conpl eteness.

(c) Providing mnor services (e.g., gas, oil, mnor
mai nt enance) .

(d) Devel oping statistical data.

(e) Establishing radio and/or landlines to the unit area
and functional area.

(f) Establishing backup communications in the unloading
area
with the ALCE.

(g) Establishing a tenporary storage area.

6. MARI NE Al R GROUND TASK FORCE ( MAGTF) AND THE TASK
ORGANI ZAT| ON
OF LANDI NG SUPPORT

_ a. |Is conprised of four elenments; command, ground conbat,
o conbat, and conbat service support el enents.
b. Fleet Marine Force Atlantic/Pacific (FMFLANT/ FMFPAC)
(1) Fleet Marine Force is commanded a by LT. General

(2) Under his command are all Marines in the FMF in the
geographi cal area to include all MAGIF' s

c. Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF).
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(1) The MEF is commanded by a LT. Ceneral.
(2) A Transportation Support Battalion supports a MEF.
d. Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB).

(1) The Marine Expeditionary Brigade is commanded by
a

Bri gadi er General.

(2) A Letter Conpany from TSB supports a MEB
e. The Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU)

(1) Marine Expeditionary Unit is commanded by a
Col onel .

(2) A Landing Support Pl atoon supports a MeEU.

7. LANDI NG FORCE SUPPORT PARTY. The m ssion of the LFSP is
to

provide initial conbat service support during the ship-to-
shore

novenent. The LFSP may include units or detachnments fromthe

GCE, the ACE, the CSSE, and the navy as required.

8. FORCE SERVI CE SUPPORT GROUP STRUCTURE

a. H & S Battalion.

(1) Headquarters & Service Conpany provides the command
and control.

(2) Communi cation Conmpany will support the Shore Party
wi th comuni cati ons that are beyond its capability.

(3) MIlitary Police Conmpany hel ps control personnel and
vehicles in the BSA/LZSA and is in charge of the prisoners of
war and civilian encl osures.

b. Supply Battalion.

(1) Ammunitions Conpany furnishes Marines to run the
ammuni ti on dunps.
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(2) Medical Logistics Conpany provides nedical
to the MEF.

(3) Supply Conpany.

a. Provides internal supply support.

c. Engineer Support Battalion.
(1) Engi neer Support Conpany.
(2) Bridge Conpany.
(3) Bul k Fuel Conpany.

(4) Three letter conpanies; A B, and C.

support in beach inmprovenents, dunp expansion,
expansi on of beach exits.

Pr ovi des
mai nt enance,

(5) Headquarters and Service Conpany.

d. Medi cal Battalion.

(1) Provide health care through the 2d echel on of
medi cal

care, including initial resuscitative care, resuscitative
surgery,

and tenporary hospitalization of casualties, to the MEF.
support each col ored beach

(2) Provide nedical regulating services for the MEF.
(3) Provide preventive nedicine support to the MEF

(4) Assist in the collection, analysis, and
di ssem nati on

of medical intelligence.

(5) Provide the nedical elenents for
of

casual ty decontam nation and treatnent stations.

(6) Provide nedical support for

managenent of mass
casual ti es and conbat stress casualti es.

e. Transportation Support Battalion.
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(1) There are three letter conpanies; A B, and C. They
provide trucks, tractors, and trailers for nmovenent of troops,
equi pnment, and suppli es.

(2) Headquarters and Service Conpany.
(3) Beach and Term nal Operations Conpany.
(4) Maintenance Conpany.
(5) Support Conpany.
f. Dental Battalion. Provides dental care support and
support in those areas of nedical energency treatnment and
evacuati on.
(1) Three Dental Conpani es.
(2) Headquarters and Service Conpani es.

g. Mintenance Battalion. Provides the early maintenance
effort in support of |anding support operation. Contact
teans provide quick-fix or evacuation type efforts.
separate conpanies are set up to handle each type of
mai nt enance.

(1) Electronics M ntenance Conpany.

(2) Engi neer Maintenance Conpany.

(3) Motor Transport Maintenance Conpany.

(4) Ordnance Mai ntenance Conpany.

(5) CGeneral Support Maintenance Conpany.
(6) Headquarters and Servi ce Conpany.

9. Naval Beach Group.

a. Beachmaster Unit provides a valuable service in an
anphi bi ous assault. They determ ne the best |ocations for
beachi ng the various landing craft to expedite off-
| oadi ng, the nobst suitable |location for a causeway, and
the capability for installing an underwater cable to
the primary control ship. Their basic equi pnment
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usual ly consists of TD-24 dozers, a surf crane, an
anphi bi ous vehicle with "A" frame, and assorted radio
equi pmrent. Working together with themis essential in
ensuring the success of the | anding.

b. Assault Craft Unit - Provides the landing craft to
assist in the ship-to-shore novenent.

REFERENCES:

1. FMFM 4-3 MAGTF Landi ng Support Operati ons.
2. FMFM 3-1 Conmmand and Staff Action.

3. MCRP 5-12D Organi zation of Mrine Corps Forces.
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